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A SAFETY AWARENESS PROGRAM

Continuing the Little League tradition of making it “safer for the kids.”

_ Now Availabl

ASAP News Goes On-Line

Newsletter joins Safety Officer Manual on Little League’s site

If you haren't looked 4 Little League’s Web site ldely,
you've missed a big safy adlition. The ASAP News is
now on-line: http://wwwlittleleague org/maruals/asp/

newslettes/ index.htm
Little League’s Web site
home pge has a link to the
newslettes alsobut the
URL address aove will
take you directly to them.
The ASAP News will
most likely be posted to
this site bedre it is ptysi-
cally printed so people
who visit the Little Legue
Web site m& see the
newest nevsletter bedre it
arrives in the mail. In adi-
tion, the site curently has
past editions ging ba& to
October 1998,for over a
year and a half of saffy
tips, suggestions and @
tical experience fom
coates,manaers and
sakty oficers aound the
country. Now ary member
of your leggue canead and
make copies of ngslettes.
The ASAP News joins
the 2000 Sadty Oficer
Manual on Little Legue’s
site, combining the best
ASAP has to dffer to help
you develop a sadty plan
for your leggue Demand
for the 2000 Satty Oficer
Manual has been hegand

we ae nav out of sto& in the CD but the Little Legue
Web site has all the same anfation. Go to:
http://wwwlittleleagueorg/maruals/asp

Over 2,000 in 2000

Congratulations, safety officers! A late surge in
safety plans carried the total to 2,095 as of press
time. That' s roughly one-third of all leagues in the
country with a safety plan in effect for this
season. That' s great! Last year safety officers
submitted over 1,635 plans, or just at one in four
leagues in the country participating in Little
League. Judging of the plans has begun, and
leagues should soon be notified of their safety
plan’s status. Pictured above are the Little League
staff who received over 1,000 plans in just five
days right around the May 1 deadline. Staff, back

row from left, are: Sue Logue, Dianne Fisher , and

Bobbie Grimes; in front from left are: Sandy
Giacomi, Karen Klementovich and Karen Thomas.

We do still hae a suppt
of the 1999 Safty Oficer
Manual on CD so if you
are just gpetting stared and
your legyue doesrt’have
ary information for you,
call theASAP Hotline &
800/811-7443leave your
name address and legue
name and &'ll get the
1999 CD to pu.Then use
the informaion on Little
League’s Web site to updie
the information for the
most ecent evisions.

The nevslettes and
Sakty Ofiicer Marual all
open using the éeAdobe
Acroba Reader softare
which comes on the CB!
If you do not hee the
Acroba Reader softare,
you can dwnload it fom
Adobes site &
http://www.adobecom/pio-
ducts/acobd/readste.html
The softvare is free and
loads on ay type computer

Web access has been long
in coming and ealy
anticipaed ASAP wants to
thank Little Legue
Webmaster Stee Connely
for making it a eality.
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Question of the Month

‘What can be done

about Killer Bees?’

Africanized honey bees are crossing more state lines

Africanizzd Hong Bees a& a
different subspeciesdm the same
species as thamiliar Euopean
hone/ bees used to pduce hong and
pollinate ciops.They are called
“Africanized Hong Bees”(abbrevi-
atedAHB) because theare the esult
of interbreeding betwen Euopean
bees and beesdim Africa inadrer-
tently released in Bazil in the 195G@s.
They have been efered to asKiller
Bees”in the media because of their
aggressveness defding their hie.

These bees cameofn the souther
patt of Africa. They were biought to souther Brazil, and
have since sprad asdr south agrgentina,and nothward
throughout South and CeatiAmerica, and M&ico. They
enteed the US infexas in 1990Arizona and Ne Mexico
in 1993,California in 1994 and Neda in 1999.

How they-are recanized

AHB look nealy identical to the common (EHB) hone
bees. Hongbees a &out¥-inch long brownish,and a
little fuzzy. Their nests & nomally hidden in caities.

“The ‘Killer Bee’ issue has
come up for discussion with the
board. The bees have now
been located in the local area
and have attacked people and
animals. Have any other
programs taken actions, which
would help prevent a serious
incident and what are the
preventative actions?”
Steve Newlander , safety officer
Las Vegas, NV

a dangr of receving mote stings.
This can ma& them lié threaening
especialy to people allggic to stings,
to confned livesto& or pets and to
those with limited gaacity to escpe
(the young old, and handicaped).
Once disturbedAHB will continue
the dtadk for a long distance
Swarmming and nestindAfricanized
bee colonies arlikely to be moe
common than Ewpean bees ka
been,and thg swvarm more frequenty.
They nest in places Eapean bees did
not, including small caities near the
ground like water meter bres or eerturned fower pots.
WHAT YOU CAN DO

Most people will pobably never see a colgnof
Africanized bees. Hwever, the following things m& help:

Beeproofing: Look for cradks and holes ingur house
or facilities tha might lead to \all voids or other odties a
colory could occug. Sceen or caulk these holes, fill
the caity with insuldion, and bees will not mee in.
Clean up deris (tires,pots) tha might povide nesting

Less fuzzy insects with

sites on wur piopety.

bright yellow and tiack Deaths in US from  Africanized bee stings [Be alett: Look bebre
maikings, or with gay When Where Who How disturbing \egetaion. Mary
paper nests @ piobzbly August, ‘93 Texas 82-year-old 40 stings bee_}s coming andogwg from
waspshot bees. ‘ . a single spot (not just a
. June, ‘94 Texas 98-year-old 50 stings L

Stae dgpattments of gri- October. ‘95 Phoenix. AZ 88-vear-old over 1000 flowers) mg indicae a nest.
culture identifyAfricanized October, 95 Phoenix’ A7 66-year-o| d 66 stings Get help: Contact tained
bees as theenter ne o ’ y ot g and equipped psonnel (see
areas.After an aea is vell Aty CERRNERIL S Rl R “bee emoval” in theYellow

; . September, ‘99 Long Beach, CA  83-year-old ~50 stings . .

colonizd, it is assumed all Pages) if you discaer a

hone/ bees not under the
care of a beedeer should be #aed asAfricanizd bees.

Beelegoers will contirue to leg Eulopean hongbees
in their hives (the &miliar white boces) so these amot a
threa if well maintainedIn fact,EHB provide the best
defense gainstAHB, by providing competitionand
genetic dilution betwenAHB queens and EHB males.
PROBLEMS THEY CAUSE

Stingng: Africanizzd bees dehd their colonies och
more vigorousl than do Eurpean beeshe colonies &
easily disturbed (sometimes jusy being neanp). When
they do sting mary more bees mapaticipate, so thee is

hone/ bee colog. Don't try
to remae them alone

If stung: First, get avay/run to shelter of a car or
building, and st& there even if some bees come in with
you (thee ae moe outside). Do not jump inater (bees
will still be in the aea when you come up). Once s&af
remove stings fom your skin — it doestm’matter hav you
do it — as quikly as possile to reduce the amount of
venom thg inject. Reseah on bee stings st tha the
faster a stingr is emaved the betterReseath shaved no
difference in the seerity of the sting betwen scaping
(corventional aglice) and pinbing the stingr out.



|| tips Fra s

Organization educates about pesticides

A Missoul non-piofit organizaion is tiying to help
educae people bout the dangrs of pesticides tohsldren.
Missoui-SMPL (Saker Mangement of sts and
Landscpes),a non-pofit educdional oganizaion,
advocdes using s&r methods of pest cootrto protect
children from taxic exposues.

According to Sue Caoll, project manger, Missoul-
SMPL, Inc., “Pesticide &posue has been lirdd to a

League reduces risk
by reducing chemicals

“I am the sadty oficer for the NothwestAthletic
Associdion-Little League | would like to shae with
you some safty issues & hare encountexd and the
solutions ve have found

“After becoming ware of the sadty/hazad issues
surrounding pesticide use@ind dildren,we hare
adopted thedilowing goal: ‘“To provide the sadst
environment or the dildren utilizing aailable pest
control altenatives. We ae stiving to be aole model
for other associemns and our comomity by providing
fields free of the tgic chemicals in pesticideserbi
cides and synthetieftilizers. We supparthe naional
agenda to potect our bildren from ewironmental
toxins and vant to potect our ntural resouces and
promote sustairt@de growing/agricultural practices on
associdon propety.

“We had peviously used herbicidef soccerfoot
ball and badeall field lines along with lcalking We
now use paint \uich is far less laorious and sadr for
the kids.We also stopped using herbicides aloagckes
and bag&stops.We nav use a popane famer br as
good or betteresults. In adition we put devn rock
salt for adlitional contol assuancesThis has been a
cost saer. Propane g@s and salt oglcost $12 this gar

“Providing sakr fields without taic chemicals is
just a méer of educdon, commitment to prtecting
the kids and seeking out the solutionsrtfps letting
othess knav of these alteratives will help other associ
ations svitch to saér ways of contolling pests and
better potection br the kids.

Bryan Carroll, safety officer
NorthwestAthletic Associdion Little Lea gue
Jefferson County Missouri

number of tironic health ppblems tha include cancer
birth defcts,endocime disuption,asthmaneulogical
and psybiatric disoiders, immune system défiencies and
even reduced intellect.

“President Clinton has issuededeal mandge tha
children’s health and etfronmental issues bevgn
national piority. Because of this tianal ayenda,
(http://www.epa.gv/children/whawe/executive.htm). the
Environmental PotectionAgeng/ now has an Gfce of
Children's Health Ritection {ttp://www.epa.gv/children).
As a potection br children fom ewironmental theas
they stde: “Don’t use pesticides ifgu don't hae to —
look for altenaives” and“Don’t allow children in felds,
orchards and grdens after pesticides v@been used
(http://www.epa.gv/children/whawe/tips.htn)

“The point is bildren ae not little adultstheir systems
are still developing and thg do not hae detxification
systems thiaadults hae. Ther ae so may altemdives
that are cost dfective and sar to use if people arjust
made avare of themsud as using aldmer instead of
herbicides along theshce lines and bkstops; she said

“People dort realize pesticides ardsorbed though
the skin as wll as inhaledChildren,because of their
typical behaior sud as plging in the dit, on the gound,
not washing their hands bak eding; putting their ingers
in their g7es,ears, nose and mouth; andeatng less
clothing, etc, make them maoe suscptible as vell.

“Pesticides on thergund can ta& maty months to g
to half life (omughly half poteng), have the potential to
drift and hare been poven to be cared in on shoes
indoors where thee is no-viher for it to go. In the home
it can also belssorbed and als@suspended into the air as
someone walks bak through’ accoding to Caroll.

“Even with theseaports, studies conferencespress
releaseschildren’s EFA and the Pesidents fedeal
directives and porities, mary athletic fields and may
sdhools contimie to use pesticides in egulaly scheduled
maintenance pgram.

“Not only do we need to eduta goups it also
provide some assistance and inceatio lean nev ways
to endle them to to accomplish theseals and putect
our dildren! Caroll conduded

“Missour-SMPL hopes to @de incentves,provide
assistance and @mote avareness of these issues to
demonstate to our commnities hav these gals can be
accomplished in Missouand aound the wverld.”

To contact Caoll, email: scaro01@mail.win.og
or write to: PO B 27, Morse Mill, MO 63066-0027.



http://www.epa.gov/children/whatwe/executive.htm
http://www.epa.gov/children
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‘Background checks for everyone?’

“l am the saéty director br Half Hollow
Hills Little LeaguesWe recenty had a
board meeting and the subject of kac
ground teks came up. Some of the kar
suggested thaonly nev coaties/mangers/\oluntees
be made tailf out the brms. | think thaall should in
the inteest of &irness.The point vas then made tha
this could be &ry costl since the county told us tha
it would cost $15 per inquyr They also told us thia
the ba&ground died usualy only extends thoughout
the county w are in. So thaif someone had acod
out of stae it could possily be aerlooked At ary
rate, we would like all info available on this topi¢
Jeff McCausland, safety officer
Half Hollow Hills Little Lea gue, NY

The Cental Region Headquder’'s Sping

Seminar discussed siti@ns like yours,

where the county baground ded is just

tha, for your county Ead stde has been
given its avn discetion on hav to adiress making
information available under the ne law. However,
Little League is consided in the same tegory as
day cares when it comes to doing blaground heds,
allowing reduced ée or vaived fees br cheds.
Although it ma not male a diference you may want
to chedk with the stée police the distict attorney or
stae dtorney genenl’s ofiice (dgoending on W it's
called in your aea) br information on whether yu
have ary other options. It isecommended thgou
perform badkground tedks onALL voluntees, new
or existing, just for the equity issyéut also just
because gu don't knav of ary problems,there is no
guaiantee thathele mag not be a pyblem, or one
waiting to hapen. Hovever, if the cost is pohibitive
for your legjue at the \ery least hae everyone fll out
theVolunteerApplication Form sample povided by
Little League — n& and old wluntees. Good luk
with your season. Remembagirst stating a pogram
like this is half the ltle. Every year you can liild on
what came bedre, until you get your leagyue where
you want it,and where it needsto be

Q:

required to hae accident ins@ance br its players,
whether home orveay. If it is a facility issue viich
caused an injyr such as a sddn the stands leiaking
the host team should submitlaim to their lidility
insurance caier.

“How can ve enbrce the'no dogs’and ‘no
smokingrules d our facilities?”

Cindy Hill
East Dale Little League Albuquerque, NM

It's difficult if you ae using someone else’

propety, like a city or shool distict field.

Your onl relief if you aen't the popety

owner is to @ to the avner and askdr the
ban of the items. Ifqur legyue doeswn the popety,
simply go through the poper stes of initiging a
change to your bylaws, banning the use of tobacco or
bringing days on yur propety. Then post signs in the
complex asking br coopeation on the subjecand
have boad membes help police compliance

“Do girl catchers need potective cups?”
Robert Bry, safety officer
American Little League of Rome NY

According to Little Legue ules,it is not
mandaory for grls to wear a cupalthough
there ae some pelvic mtector models
available for girls who dhoose to war one
Girls should consider @aiing sud an itembecause
they can sustain injues to this sensite aea.

“If there is an injuy on a legue’s feld,
but the team is &m another aza (legue),
who fles the injuy report?”
Diane Kraus, safety officer
Pequay Valley Little League

Accident insuance is ceered by the team
of which the plger is a membeaccoding
to Risk Mangement Diector Dan Kirly.
Any team plging in interleague ply is

4
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‘Do catcher’s masks need guard?’

“The new catcher masks that look like If you consult your Official Regulations

hockey goalie masks do not have a and Playing Rules book, Section 1.17

‘dangling’ throat guard. The goalie mask contains the specific information on

does have a part that goes down low requirements for several items of safety
and meets the chest protector. Does this meet Little equipment, beginning with the male supporter cup,
League rules?” and then going into all the equipment a catcher must

Scott Burris, safety officer wear. The “NOTE” under this rule clearly states
— via email “NOTE: Skull caps are not permitted.”
Good call on preventing a possible injury from occur-
Several of the goalie-style catchers masksring. Skull caps have been deemed by Little League as
have been approved for use by Little insufficient to properly protect the head from injury in
League players. Check the equipment list case of a ball deflection or inadvertent bat swing, and
sent to your president to make sure your so are not allowed. The rule book contains the neces-
helmets are approved. The helmets must be marked sary backing for your call, and all managers and

either “NOCSAE approved,” or carry the Little coaches should know these rules and enforce them.
League trademark to show Little League approval. But

according to rule 1.17, “...Catchers must wear a mas “Unfortunately, | tried to access the link
and catcher’s helmet with ‘dangling’ type throat guar for the article on ‘Who’s coaching your
during practice, pitcher warm-up and games....” Little kids’ but could not achieve back issue.
League has affirmed this to mean even the goalie-style Can you e-mail me a copy? Also, want to

catchers masks must have a dangling throat guard, develop a policy and procedure for the league for
since the throat could be exposed if the catcher lifts the safety manual... any guidelines available?”

his/her head. This vulnerable area must be protected. — via email
“I am the new safety officer at our park. The article you are inquiring about was
Last night | had a Senior League player moved from Sports lllustrated’s current
with a skull cap on. | made the child week’s active publication area to its
remove it and use the equipment that meets archives after that month. So they changed
Little League approval that was issued by our the link the newsletter gave as the address. | checked

equipment manager. The parents of the child are  to see where they moved it; if you go to:
complaining and | need proof the decision | made walsttp://www.cnnsi.com/features/cover/99/0913/
the right one. Please send me the specs on helmets,you will find the full story with photos and full
and anything specific that says the ears must be coverage. Good luck this year in working with your
protected.” league to develop procedures to handle this complex
Brenda Wade, safety officer and serious issue. The 2000 Safety Officer Manual has
Athens, Ga. many resources to help you develop a safety manual.

Or write to us at:
ASAP
100 1st Ave. West
Oskaloosa, |1A 52577

Have a question or tip to share?
Call the ASAP Hotline:
800-811-7443,
or e-mail: asap@musco.com
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What’s Inside

SAFETY ON-LINE

ASAP News is

now available W
on the Web!

KILLER BEES?
Africanized A
bees invade 0%
Southwest US )

il SAFETY CHATTER

Two pages of
questions and
answers

“Here are a Bw words tha | read fom a saéty sign:
“SAFETY
“It" s not automéc...
“THINK ABOUT IT”
Lee Joyce, Virginia State Sakty Director/District 7 Sakety Officer

“I wanted to shar something thaour leggue instigited this yar We made
it manddory tha at least tvo people fom eab team tak the Red @rss
Spots Training dass,which cettifies you not ony in CPR andescue
breathing kut in first aid It also concentites on hav to pevent injuries,
not only how to trea them ot to pevent them. | think i a geat class and
| think it would be a gea sugyestion br other legues to look into it. |
know tha a lot of our coabes vere reluctant & first, but | think the are
all happy to do it.And | am poud to eport that we are in 100 pecent
compliance with thiaas all of our boadl membes, coates and margers
have been cdified’
Bedy Linerd, president
Oglesby, lll., Softball Little League

These safety officers will receive ASAP caps for calling in safety
ideas. What is your league doing to become safer for the kids?
Call the ASAP Hotline, or email asap@musco.com!
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ASAP HOTLINE

24 HOUR TOLL-FREE

800-811-7443

The 2000 Safety Officer Manual
has been delivered! Didn't get it2
Call the ASAP Hotline!

ASAP News
ASAPNewsis a sevice of
Little League Basballe, Inc.
facilitated and pulished ly
Musco Lighting Inc.
P.O. Box 808
Oskaloosalowa 52577
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